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What is phonics?

- Children are taught to-read by bre/a/kuag/
down words into- separate sounds know

‘Phonemes’. They are then taught how t&blemd/
these sounds together to-read the whole wovd.

- Childrenw hawe av 25 minutes phonics lessov
eachv day and they are encouraged to- use
these strategies to-read and write inv other

Althoughvthere awe only 26 letters invthe
alphabet, there owe 44 different sounds:
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The 44 phonemes
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s

Phonics Consisty of:

- Identifying sounds inv spoken words:

- Recognising the comumon spelling of
each phoneme:

- Blending phonemes into-wovds for
oL

: SWWLg/ words into-phonemes for
spelling.
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Children need to practise recognising the grapheme
and saying the phoneme that it represents.

The grapheme could be 1 letter, 2 letters or

more! We oftew refer to-these as sound
buttons:

t i igh
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A word always has the saume nuumber of
phonemes and graphemes!
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- The opposite of blending

» Identifying the individual sounds in a
spoken word (e.g. h-i-m , s-t-or-k) and
writing down letters for each sound
(phoneme) to form the word him and stork.

Activity time/!



* blom
* griS

Nonsense games like this help to build up
skills — and are fun!



how mary phonemes (sounds) are
inv eachy wovd.

- shelf
- dress
- sprivik
- string



e sprint=s—p-r—i—n—-t =6 phonemes

e string=s—t—r—i1—ng =5 phonemes

- Where there is more thaw one sylable invov
word, we encourage the childrer to- break
the word up into- syllables whew segmenting

e.qg. m-i-d (mid) nw-igh-t (midnight).



When will the
screening take place?

- The screening check will take place
thwoughout the week
Monday 13" June 2016. The childrew
covwnot retake the test at ovvy other
time so- it U5 very impovtant your child
s v school during this week. However,
the folowing week can be used to-check
the childrenw under special
circumstonces.

deldxre/wofauwwbw/t’u%wbw
be able to-take past. ahoo



Why are fhe children being Screened?

-Every Yeow 1 child inv the country will
be/tmkumg/the/ honwyweeszmgxdwdo
Mmgﬂwmwwﬁu&wedopwwd/w

June.

- The avimv of the check iy to-ensure that
all childrer awe able to-read by the
end of Yeawr Two-

- This ‘midpoint check’ will ensure
tha/twe/hazve/wdeow




What will the children

be expected to do?

- The check iy very similow to-tasks the childvew
already complete during phonics lessons:.

- Childrenw will be asked to- ‘sound out’ o word
and blend the sounds together.eg d-o-g - dog

dog en
- The focus of the check is to- see which sounds . . .
the childresw know MLOI/ﬁ’L@V@fOV?/ﬁ’W/OZ’MMV&V\/
will be asked to- read made up ‘nonsense
wovds:.

THIS IS NOT A READING TEST!
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Who will conduct the check?

- The childrenw will complete the check
one at atime inv v quiet areav of the
school.

-Fach Yeawr 1 class teacher will condact
the phonics screening check witivtheir
oww class.

- The screening usually
takes about 5-10 minuites
per child, however, we will




How can you help?

-Encowrage your child to-‘sound out’ whewv

Digraph- 2 lettersy making one sound
cow

Trigraphs- 3 letters making one sound
night

SpUt digraphs- 2 vowels withv ov consonant

inbetween. Use to-be knoww as the magic

el

spine - iLe

—



SpUt digraphs

- Whenw we conducted v mock Phonics
Screening Check inApril, we found
that av lot of the childvew found it

difficult to- spot the split digraphs inv
the words.

- Therefore, it would be great if we all
continued, to- work onw encowraging
the children to-look for sblit digraphs
invwords. Children should look
cowrefully whew they see the letter ‘e at
the end of the word e.g. cake; rice,
stone.



How can you help?

- Encowrage your child to- use their sound
mat when writing and use their actions to-
find the sound they need.

- Children canv practise their phonics by
playing games online. The childrev
particudonly like “Buried Treasure

ESAUNRANRD)



http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/BuriedTreasure2.html

How can you help?

- REMEMBER: Phonics is not the only
thing needed to- become ouﬂu,e/m: reader!

- Please: continune to- read withv youwr child eachv
night and encouwrage thewm to:

- Segment (sound out the words) carefully.
- Re~read to-check it makes sense.

- Use pictures for clnes.

- Ask questions about the book:

- And, most importantly ENJOY READING!






