
Welcome to Barham Primary’s
Year 6 SATs Information Meeting

Wednesday 27th March 2019



• Share the timetable for the KS2 SATs tests

• Explain how they are marked

• Share the expectations for each subject

• Look at examples

• What we are doing in school

• How you can help

• Any questions

Purposes of the Meeting:



What are SATs?

SATs stands for Statutory 
Assessment Tests and are held at 
the end of Key Stage 1 [Year2] and 

Key Stage 2 [Year 6]



Why we do them:
If you have a child in year 6, at the end of key stage 2, they will take national 
curriculum tests in English reading, English grammar, punctuation and spelling 
and mathematics. The tests help measure the progress pupils have made and 
identify if they need additional support in a certain area. The tests are also used 
to assess schools’ performance and to produce national performance data.

• It is a statutory requirement for Year 6 pupils.

• Teachers can compare how well each child is doing with their peers, both in their school and 
across the country. 

• They can also measure how much each child improves from one Key Stage to another and are 
used to predict the likelihood of children achieving specific results in their GCSEs.

• Some schools use them to set at secondary school.



This year

The style of SATs changed for the first 
time in 2016. The SATs tests your children 
will be sitting in 2019 will be the fourth set 

of tests in the new style. 



How are children assessed in Y6?

There are two ways your child is assessed 
in Year 6:

Teacher Assessment

&

SATs tests



Teacher Assessment

Teacher assessment draws together everything 
the teacher/teachers know about the child, using 
a range of evidence from lessons, observations, 

marked work and school assessments.

Teacher assessment is not a 
‘snapshot’: it shows the bigger picture 
and is therefore more reliable than a 

test.



Teacher Assessment- writing

The children do not need to sit a writing test! 

Instead, the children are assessed by their teacher 
and progress is monitored across the year to ensure 
the most accurate assessment is given to your child. 
Your child’s teacher will gather information about your 
child’s writing from across the curriculum and identify 
whether they are:
Below the expected standard
Working towards the expected standard
Working at the expected standard
Working above the expected standard.



Writing: Assessed by the class teacher



Writing: Assessed by the class teacher



The Tests

Key Stage 2 SATs take place nationally in 
the week commencing Monday 13thth May 

2019. Results will be given to you with your 
child’s report at the end of summer term.

Tests will be administered in the following subjects:

o Punctuation, Vocabulary and Grammar (45 minutes)
o Reading (60 minutes)
o Mathematics
- Paper 1: Arithmetic (30 minutes)
- Paper 2: Reasoning (40 minutes)
- Paper 3: Reasoning (40 minutes)



Timetable
This year the timetable has stayed the same 

as last year, which worked really well.

Monday 13th May – SPAG paper 
and Spellings

Tuesday 14th May – Reading
Wednesday 15th May – Arithmetic 

and Reasoning Paper 1

Thursday 16th May – Reasoning 
Paper 2

In addition, writing and science teacher assessment is reported in June.



Spelling, Punctuation, Grammar

• Within this test, children will be sitting a spelling test which 
tests 20 words. This test is approximately 15 minutes long.

• A separate test is given on Punctuation, Vocabulary and 
Grammar  which lasts for 45 minutes and requires short answer 
questions, including some multiple choice questions. There are 
approximately 42-46 questions worth either 1 or 2 marks each.

• Marks for these two tests are added together to give a total 
score out of 70 for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar. 



Multiple choice questions:



Underlining questions



Multiple choice questions:



Matching questions



Adding-in questions



Writing questions



The spelling test

•There are 20 spellings in each test. These words test 
spelling rules the children have worked on during 
their time in school

•Common rules in the spelling test:

•Adding prefixes and suffixes
•The shun sound
•Silent letters
•Doubling consonants 
• -ough letter string
•Soft/hard c



The spelling test



Reading test

• The Reading Test consists of a single test paper
with three unrelated reading texts from a selection
of genres.

• Children are given 60 minutes in total, which includes reading 
the texts and answering the questions.

• A total of 50 marks are available.

• Questions are designed to assess the comprehension and 
understanding of a child’s reading.

• Some questions are multiple choice or selected response, 
others require short answers and some require an extended 
response or explanation.



Reading test

The texts are organised in terms 
of challenge. The first text is the 

easiest and they increase in 
difficulty throughout.

We encourage the children to 
highlight and make notes on the 

texts as they are reading. This is 
something the children have been 
working on throughout the year.



Reading test

The texts in the test booklet are 
completely unrelated.

The texts will also test the 
children’s knowledge of a range of 

text types: there will be non-
fiction and fiction, with 

newspapers, letters, 
autobiographies, poems, an extract 

from a novel, an interview and a 
labelled diagram all being 

previously included.



Sample Questions:



Multiple choice questions:

Children will face multiple choice questions. In these 
questions, children will be asked to choose an answer 

from a selection given. Children must use their 
knowledge of what they have read within the text.



One word/sentence answers

Other questions require children to write one word, a 
phrase or a sentence as their answer.



Find and copy answers

There has been an increase, in the last two years, in 
find and copy questions in SATs papers. In these 

types of questions, children must answer the question 
by choosing a word or phrase from the text and 

writing it exactly in their answer.



Sentence answers

Some questions require the children to write a couple 
of sentences or to back up their ideas further.



Detailed answers.

Some answers require children to write a longer, more detailed 
response. These questions are usually worth three marks. Children 

have been learning to go ‘APE’: to Answer, Prove [using a quote], 
and Explain their answer: this method helps them to structure 

their answer correctly to get the most marks.



Mathematics
• Children will sit three tests: Paper 1, Paper 2 and Paper 3.

• Paper 1 is for ‘Arithmetic’ lasting for 30 minutes, covering 
calculation methods for all operations, including use of fractions, 
percentages and decimals.

• Questions gradually increase in difficulty. 

• Papers 2 and 3 cover ‘Problem Solving and Reasoning’, each 
lasting for 40 minutes. There are NO calculators allowed in any 
of the tests.

• Pupils will require calculation skills but will need to answer 
questions in context and decide what is required to find a 
solution.



Arithmetic paper

30 minute test

36 questions

Either 1 or 2 
marks per 
question 

depending on the 
subject

Out of 40



Arithmetic paper

The arithmetic paper tests:

1) Addition
2) Subtraction
3) Multiplication
4) Division
5) Square numbers
6) Missing numbers
7) Decimals, fractions and percentages
8) Mixed numbers/improper fractions



Reasoning papers

There are two reasoning papers: 2 and 3.

These papers focus more on testing children’s 
problem solving skills, with mathematical 

questions hidden within word problems and 
more complex problems.

Again, the questions in this test increase in 
difficulty.



Mathematics



Mathematics



How are the SATs assessed?

•Children are no longer given levels from their 
tests.

•This is the second year that test scores will 
be reported as ‘scaled scores’.

•SATs tests are marked externally, so papers 
are sent away from school. We then receive 
the scores online around mid July.



What are scaled Scores?
• The government have outlined that the ‘National Average’ is 100: that is, 

all Year 6 children should meet this score in their SATs tests. 

• Each pupil’s raw test score will therefore be converted into a score on 
the scale, either at, above or below 100.

• The scale will have a low point somewhere below 100 and an upper end 
point above 100. This will be decided by the government.

• A child who achieves the ‘national standard’ (a score of 100) will be 
judged to have demonstrated sufficient knowledge in the areas assessed 
by the tests.

• The children will receive:
oA raw score (the number of marks the children scored in each test)
oA scaled (the raw score converted to a scaled score)
oConfirmation of whether or not they attained the national standard



Scaled Scores examples

• A child awarded a scaled score of 100 is judged to have met the ‘national 
standard’ in the area judged by the test.

• A child awarded a scaled score of more than 100 is judged to have exceeded 
the national standard and demonstrated a higher than expected knowledge of 
the curriculum for their age.

• A child awarded a scaled score of less than 100 is judged to have not yet met 
the national standard and performed below expectation for their age.



Wellbeing

Most importantly, the well-being of your 
children is our priority!



How will we help your child?
•Use careful planning and assessment

• Mock SATS – these have been done through 
the year so children are used to the process 

before the formal testing period.
•Intervention groups

•Booster sessions before school
•Easter Holidays booster classes 
•Targeted (daily) home learning

•Spelling Bees
•Lunchtime drop-in homework clinics

•Lots of practise
•Breakfast club



Work at home

• First and foremost, support and reassure your child that there is nothing to worry 
about and they should always just try their best. Praise and encourage!

• Ensure your child has the best possible attendance at school.

• Support your child with any homework tasks, especially with learning spellings.

• Reading, spelling and arithmetic (e.g. times tables, mental calculations, number 
bonds) are always good to practise. Work on real life maths!

• Talk to your child about what they have learnt at school and what book(s) they are 
reading (the character, the plot, their opinion).

•Make sure your child has a good sleep and healthy breakfast every morning!

• Excellent resources available in shops/internet.



Attendance 

Make sure your child has the best possible 
attendance in school.



SATs week

We aim to make SATs week as relaxed and 
stress-free as possible for the children.

 Breakfast Club

 Yoga



Nothing to worry about!

First of all, it is really important that the 
children feel calm and relaxed about their 

SATs. All we want to see is for children to do 
their best and they won’t do their best if 

they are feeling worried!



Supporting Your Child During Exam Time

As we start to move towards exam season, Young Minds have launched 

advice for parents about supporting their children.

Tips include:

• Encourage your child to take revision breaks and find a balance between 

studying and doing things they find enjoyable and relaxing.

• Make sure they are eating and drinking at regular intervals.

• Reassure them – reinforce that you are and will be proud of them no 

matter what happens.

• Remain positive and hopeful!

• Let them know their feelings are valid and normal, but also offer support 

and solutions where possible.

• Anxiety is often worst at night and this means it is useful to encourage 

good bedtime routine

You can find out more here: https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-

parents/parents-guide-to-support-a-z/parents-guide-to-support-exam-time/

https://safeguardinginschools.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=efe032677d94ceba51dd39a7f&id=9c461c997d&e=63305a083d




Thank you!


