
Barham’s Approach to 
Teaching Writing

‘A good writer must have something to say, must have a plan for how to put ideas into 
written form, and must be able to reflect and self-edit to be sure that a written product 

communicates with its desired audience.’

GOOD READERS MAKE 

GOOD WRITERS

Purposeful and 

collaborative oracy and 

reading activities that 

extends pupil’s vocabulary 

and promotes high quality 

dialogue leading to deeper 

understanding of texts and 

how to apply key elements 

to their writing.



The Writing Sequence

Key points:
• Needs to cover a range of audiences 

and purposes- different  genres
• Core texts- outcome should lend 

itself to text
• Outcomes should be aimed at closing 

gaps of children
• Topic based
• Relevant to society right now
• Box it up grid- but later in process for 

children to understand 



Key points:
• Success criteria/toolkit 

 Create as class
 Provide children with
 Differentiate- mild/spicy or spicy/hot

• Drama activities
• Drawing
• Story maps
• Visual clips



Spend some time in your 
partners reading the 
examples newspaper 
reports.

As you read consider:
• Language
• Features
• Audience and purpose
• Grammar and 

punctuation
You may want to look 
at the feature checklist 
while you read



Let’s read ‘Porridge Pincher appears in 
court’ together- as we read we will 
identify features on our features 
checklists.



Can we find examples of specific 
features for this text type?



Can we find examples grammar 
found in this text type?



Can we find examples of 
punctuation used in this text 
type?



Key points:
• Toolkit- differentiated
• Vocabulary- make time to 

create a class list of vocab 
that is linked to 
genre/topic/period of time

• Year 3/4 and 5/6 spelling lists











Speech can be written in two different 
ways.

Direct speech is shown by writing exactly 

what was spoken between inverted 
commas.

For example:

Macey said, “I can’t wait to see the new 
film at the weekend!”

Speech can also be written as indirect 
speech.

Indirect speech reports on what has been 
said without writing the speech in full.

For example:

Macey said that she was excited to see the 
new film at the weekend.

or

Macey said she was excited to see the 
new film at the weekend.





Key points:
• Box it up grid- be specific about 

audience!
• Plan in opportunities to use the Year 3,4 

and 5,6 spellings



You are going to write a 
newspaper report about Suki 
going missing during an 
evening of bombing in the 
Blitz.c

Stick in your box it up 
plans- we will add to it as 
we go on



Let’s complete the 
next 2 boxes.
What effect do we 
want our 
newspaper to have 
on audience?
What tools will help 
us?





Suki’s disappearance – What do we know?

Task: Using the reporters 
notebook-

We have heard lots of 
different clues – these are all 
important and should be 
taken into consideration and 
would need to be reported 
on by a journalist. 

In partners, use the text to 
help you and complete the 
note-taking planning sheet.

It’s time to put your journalist hats on!

Role play

In partners-
pretend one if you 
have witnessed the 
bombing and you 
saw Sukie before 
she disappeared. 
What did you see? 



Vocabulary word bank
Look at the KS2 statutory spellings –
which ones are suitable and relevant 
for our newspaper articles



Today we will be 
using our notes to 
plan (bullet point) 
our newspaper 
articles.

Teacher should model on a different/similar topic



Today we will be 
using our notes to 
plan (bullet point) 
our newspaper 
articles. Teacher should model on a different/similar topic



Today we will be 
using our notes to 
plan (bullet point) 
our newspaper 
articles.

Teacher should model on a different/similar topic



Key points:
• Combination of teacher modelling to 

class using their own plan and the 
moving onto shared where children can 
contribute

• Once modelled- remove to ensure that 
writing is independent and not similar 
to teacher’s modelled structured write



Teacher modelled write-
orientation

Teacher should model on a different/similar topic



Today we will be 
using our notes to 
plan (bullet point) 
our newspaper 
articles.

Teacher modelled write-
main body

Teacher should model on a different/similar topic



Teacher modelled write- re-orientation

Teacher should model on a different/similar topic



Key points:
Ensure children are explicitly using:
• Word banks
• Box it up grids
• Planning
• Spelling lists



Key points:
• Teacher should model the editing process using the toolkit –

use visualiser – where possible to model handwriting 
• Then children apply
• Does edited work need to be rewritten?
• Once child has edited and proof-read, teacher should mark 

against toolkit created. Next step should be given to move child 
on in their understanding of that outcome (toolkit outline)



What is the difference between 
editing and proof reading?

Proofreading is 

the correcting of 

surface errors 

such as grammar, 

spelling and 
punctuation. 

Editing seeks to 

improve the overall 

quality of writing 

by enhancing flow, 

readability and 
structure.

VS



Editing seeks to improve the overall quality of writing by enhancing flow, readability and structure.

First, we need to edit our work. As you read over your character descriptions 
compare it to the SC. Have you managed to include everything? Let’s look at 
each individually?

- HOT Describe the character using figurative language

- The use of ‘Show not tell’ to create images in the reader’s mind rather than list

LI: To write a character powerful character description 

To be successful I can describe:

- The character’s physical appearance

- The character’s personality shown through actions, speech, verbs and adverbs

- Items related to the senses such as a character’s voice, smell, touch of clothing

While reading through- there are lots of 
other things to consider:
• Word choice- are there better words I 

could use?
• Have I created an image for my 

reader? Will they be able to picture 
the character in their minds?

• Have I tried to include too much?



Proofreading is the correcting of surface errors such as grammar, 
spelling and punctuation. 

Now, read through focusing on:

Punctuation- capital letters, full 
stops, commas, apostrophes for 
possession and contraction, 
inverted commas (speech marks)



Proofreading is the correcting of surface errors such as grammar, 
spelling and punctuation. 

Now, read through focusing on:

Paragraphs- have I started a new 
paragraph when needed? For 
speech- new speaker new line?



Proofreading is the correcting of surface errors such as grammar, 
spelling and punctuation. 

Now, read through focusing on:

Spelling- do all the words 
look right? Do I need a 
dictionary?



Proofreading is the correcting of surface errors such as grammar, 
spelling and punctuation. 

Now, read through focusing on:

Grammar- TENSE have I 
written this in a consistent 
tense?



Proofreading is the correcting of surface errors such as grammar, 
spelling and punctuation. 

Now, read through focusing on:

Lastly, read your work out loud 
to your partner. Are you happy?


